
THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LANARK HIGHLANDS 

BY-LAW NO. 2014-1271 

· · · BEING a by-law to adopt a Use of Corporate Resources for Election Purposes Policy 

WHEREAS the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 as amended by Sill212, the Good Governance 
·Act, prohibits the use of municipal corporate resources for election purposes; 

.ANOWHEREAS the Council pf the Township qf Lanark Highlands deems .it expedient to 
e~dopt a policyregarding the use of corporate resources for election purpose~; . 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township bf Lanark Highlands 
enacts as follows: · · · · 

· 1.. THAT theUseofCorporate ResollrCE3S for Election PurposesPolicy attached as 
· Schedule Aforming part of this by-law is hereby adopted. · 

2. THAT this by-law shalltake effect on the date of its passing. 

BH.AW READ, passed, signed and sealed in open council this 25th day of March, 2014, . · 

C?ln~ 
Peter McLaren, Mayor · 



Schedule "A" to By-law 2014-1271 

TOWNSHIP OF LANARK HIGHLANDS 

USE OF.CORPORATE RESOlJRCESFOR ELECTION PURPOSES 

GENERAL POLICY .STATEMENT 

The purpose of this policy is to clarify that all election candidates are required to 

follow the provisions of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 as amended ("Act'), 

and that: 

· • No candidate shall. use the facilities, equipment, supplies, services, staff or 
other resources of The Corporation of the Township of Lanark Highlands 
('Township") for any election campaign or campaign related activities. 

• No candidate shall undertake campaign-related activities on· municipal 
property during regular working hours. 

• No candidate shall. use the services of persons during hours in which 
thos~ persons receive anycompensation from the Township, 

APPLICATION 

This policy is applicable to all.candidates, including Members of Council, as well 
as acclaimed Members or .Members not seeking re-election. 

RATIONALE AND LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

These guidelines estab.lish the appropriate use of Township resources during an 
election period to protect the interests ofCouncil, the Township and the public. 
The Municipal Elections Act, 199(3, as amended, prohibits a municipality from 
making a contribution to a candidate. The Act also prohibits the candidate, or 
someone .acting on the. candidate's behalf, from accepting a contribution from a 
person who is not entitles to make a contribution. Since contributions may take : 
the form of money, goods, or services, any use by a Member of Council of. the 
municipality's resources for his/her election campaign would be viewed as a 
contribution and, therefore, a violation of the Act. 

SPECIFIC POLICY 

In accordance with the provisions of the Act: 

APPROVED BY 
ISSUE DATE: REVISION DATE: COUNCIL: . 



Schedule '.'A" to By-law 2014-1271 

·TOWNSHIP OF LANARK HIGHLANDS 

USE OF CORPORATE RESOURCES FOR ELECTION PURPOSES 

(a) Corporate resources, assets' and funding may not be used for any 
election-related purposes; 

(b) Staff may not canvass or actively work in support of a municipal C<tndidate 
or party dwing normal working hours .unless they are on a leave of 
absence without pay, lieu time, float day, or vacation leave; 

(c) Members of Council may not use a municipal office or any municipally~ 
provided facilities .for any election-related purposes. Neither campaign· 
re.lated signs nor any. other election related material will. be displayed .in . 
any municipally-provided facilities; 

(d) The budgets for Members of Council for the p!;lriod January 1 to Election 
Day in a municipal election year shall be restricted to 1/12 ()f the approved 
budget amOLmtfor the month of December; and 

. .· ' - . 

i. New Members of Council are to be allocated a budget equal to .. 
1/121

h of the approved budget amount for the month of December; 
a~ . 

ii. Re-electedMembersof Council have available to them the palance 
of remaining funds as of E;:lectionDay; 

(e) The following shall be. discontinued for. Members of Council from the day 
·prior to Nomination Day in a municipal election year except as required to 
perfor(ll their regular duties as a Member of Council and as approved by 
Council: · · · · · 

i. All forms . of notices, advertisements and communications tq , 
ratepayers in municipal publications; 

ii. All printing,. photocopying and distribution, including printing and 
general distribution of newsletters; and 

iii. The ordering of stationary (e.g. business cards, letterhead, na(1le 
.·~~ . 

(f) Members of. Council may not: 

APPROVED BY 
ISSUE DATE: REVISION DATE: 

COUNCIL: . · . . 



Schedule "A" to By-law 2014-1271 

TOWNSHIP OF LANARK HIGHLANDS 

USE OF CORPORATE RESOURCES FOR ELECTION PURPOSES 

i. Print · or distribute any material paid by municipal funds that 
illustrates that a Member of Council or any other individual is 
registered in any election or where they will be running for office; · 

ii. Profile (name or photograph) , or make reference to, in any .material 
paid by municipal funds, any individual who is registered as a 
candidate in any election; or 

iii. Print or distribute. any material using municipal funds that makes 
reference to, or contains the names. or photographs, or identifies 
registered candidates for .. municipal elections, except material 
distributed in the normal course of Council business (e.g. Council . 
and Committee minutes) 

(g) Members of Council are responsible to .ensure that the content of any 
· . communications. material, including printed material such as newsletters, 

' ' ' ' ' . 
advertising, etc. funded by the Township, is not election-related; 

(h) Websites or domain names that are funded by the Township may not 
include any election-related campaign material; 

(i) Members of Council may not use the Township's website to provide links, 
directly or indirectly, to . external websites for election-related activities. 
Candidate information will be displayed on the Township's .election 
wel;>page for all candidates under the candidates section only. 

. . 
(j) Members of Council may not use the Tow11ship's voicemail system or the 

computer. network (including the email system) to record or .distribute 
election-related correspondence; 

(k) The Township's corporate identity (logo, ,crest, slogan, etc.) shall not be . 
printed or distributed on any election-related materials or. be included on 
any election campaign related website, except in the case ofa link to the 
Township's website to.obtain information about the municipal election. 

LIMITATION 

Nothing in this policy shall preclude a· Member .of Council from performing their 

.. · . 

. 

APPROVED BY. 
COUNCIL: 

ISSUE DATE: REVISION DATE: 



Schedule "A" to By-law 2014-1271 

TOWNSHIP OF LANARK HIGHLANDS 

USE OF CORPORATE RESOURCES FOR ELECTION PURPOSES 

job as Mayor, Deputy-Mayor or Councillor, nor inhibit them from representing the 
interests of the constituents who elected them. · 

IMPLEMENTATION 

This policy shall become effective immediately upon approval by Township 
Council. 

ENFORCEMENT 

The Township Clerk, or designate, shall have the delegated authority to 
investigate and resolve any issues arising from any written complaint regarding a 
contravention of this policy. If a breach of tne policy is confirmed, the Memper of 
Candidate will be subject to any of. the penalty provisions under the Act. 

Signature Date. 

APPROVED BY 
ISSUE DATE: 

. 

REVISION DATE: 
COUNCIL: 


